Acceptability and Feasibility of a Community-Delivered Digital Tool for Neuro-developmental Profiling
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»In many low-and-middle income countries (LMICs), early
identification of children with neuro-developmental difficulties,
including autism, remains limited due to the lack of effective
developmental surveillance systems. As a result, children who
are faltering in their development often go unnoticed and
unsupported, missing the opportunity for timely intervention
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» Screening Tools for Autism Risk using Technology (START)
- Mobile platform evaluating social, sensory, and motor
behavioural domains linked to autism through both child
performance and caregiver report (Dubey et al., 2023)

» Malawi Developmental Assessment Tool (MDAT) -
Observational and caregiver-report (Gladstone et al., 2010)

» To test its effectiveness in early detection, STREAM will be further validated and
evaluated for impact on early intervention.

» To test its scalability and potential for integration into digital health platforms for real-
time monitoring, self assessment, and population-level data collection - enabling
future research and refinement of current diagnostic methods.
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